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These Assistive Technology tools can be used by anyone, anywhere! All programs, apps, and software on this 
list are free or cost less than $25. 

Reading & Literacy Support: 
 

http://www.naturalreaders.com/
https://www.readability.com/
http://rewordify.com/
http://www.cross-plus-a.com/balabolka.htm


Free or Low Cost Assistive Technology for Everyone 
 

Compiled by Augsburg College - CLASS Office (Disability Resources); Updated: October, 2015 

 

 

Voice Dream Reader 
 

 

�x Text-to-speech app to read books with the ability to customize your screen for 
preferred reading options 

�x Read by listening to the text, visually or both at the same time 
�x Supports PDF, Word Docs, EPUB, DAISY, eBooks, Web pages and more with the 

ability to integrate your Bookshare books or books in Dropbox, Evernote, Pocket, 
Gutenberg and more 

�x Includes multiple language options along with various fonts, including Open 
Dyslexic font, and voices, including the option to purchase additional voices 

�x Highlight information in the reading and export it to other programs and apps 
�x More Information: http://www.voicedream.com/features/ 

Cost: $9.99; Voice 
Dream Reader Lite – 
Free 

Compatibility: iOS: iPad, iPhone, iPod touch; Android 

 

Beeline Reader 

http://www.voicedream.com/features/
http://www.beelinereader.com/
http://www.convenienceware.com/ghostreader
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Spritz 
 

 

�x Test your reading speed using Spritz to find your optimum reading speed to use in 
partnership with Readsy  

�x Increase or decrease the test reading speed to find your balance of speed and 
comprehension 

�x Spritz custom interface called the Spritzlet, adjusts word position and red letter 
placement for increased focus, attention and comprehension 

�x

http://www.spritzinc.com/
http://www.readsy.co/
http://vbookz.com/
https://goo.gl/uHKNHO
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Ivona MiniReader 
 

 

�x Use the Ivona Text-to-Speech Reader to read documents or webpages 
�x Using the either the Full or Mini toolbar interface, click the play button to have 

webpages, emails, documents, and online news sources read out loud 
�x More Information: http://www.ivona.com/us/mini-reader/ 

Cost: Free Compatibility: Windows 
 

SpeakIt! 
 

 

�x Download this extension to have your text read out loud 
�x Select the text you want ready by highlighting it and click the icon to have it read 
�x Ability to adjust reading settings, including over 50 languages read 
�x More Information: https://goo.gl/oyC8tA 

Cost: Free Compatibility: Chrome Extension 
 

spreeder 
 

 

�x Free online web application to help you read faster 
�x Copy and paste text from any source into the online application and spreed! 
�x Words will flash at a words per minute rate as you read along and increase your 

reading speed 
�x Ability to adjust words per minute speed, chunk size/number of words flashed, 

background color and more 
�x More Information: http://www.spreeder.com/ 

Cost: Free Compatibility: Online Resource 
 

Text2Speech.org 
 

 

 

�x Enter text from any source and have it read out loud by this online resource 
�x Ability to download file to an mp3 file 
�x Customize voice and speed 
�x 4000 character limit to text read  
�x More Information: http://www.text2speech.org/ 

Cost: Free Compatibility: Online Resource 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ivona.com/us/mini-reader/
https://goo.gl/oyC8tA
http://www.spreeder.com/
http://www.text2speech.org/


http://goo.gl/GbRXEs
http://www.abbyy.com/textgrabber_ios/
https://www.captivoice.com/capti-site/
http://www.creaceed.com/prizmo/about
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Adobe Acrobat Reader 
 

 

�x Free PDF reader if PDF documents are readable PDFs 
�x Listen to readings instead of reading them yourself 
�x Tagged PDFs are read in order in structure tree, untagged are read in logical inferred 

reading order 
�x Tagged PDFs will read alternative text descriptions 
�x More Information: http://help.adobe.com/ 

Cost: Free  Compatibility: Windows; Mac OS 
 

Bookshare 
 

 

�x Largest online library of accessible reading materials for people with print disabilities 
�x Accessible books, textbooks, newspapers and magazine are available 
�x Individuals with Print Disabilities can sign up for a membership 
�x Books available for download can be read on DAISY players, with Screen Readers, 

Refreshable Braille Displays, and other Assistive Technology Programs 

 

http://help.adobe.com/en_US/acrobat/X/pro/using/WS58a04a822e3e50102bd615109794195ff-7d15.w.html
https://www.bookshare.org/
http://goread.org/
http://goread.org/
http://read2go.org/


http://michaeldardol.com/navidys/
http://www.cometdocs.com/
http://erbrowser.com/
https://www.yuzu.com/


https://evernote.com/clearly/
http://soundgecko.com/
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/fokus/flkkpmjbbpijiedjdgnhkcgopgnflehe?hl=en-US
https://addons.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/addon/fokus/
https://www.camscanner.net/
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TalkingBrowser 
 

 

�x Browse the web while this app reads entire articles or select portions out loud to you 
using text-to-speech 

�x Select one of five voices for text-to-speech with the additional options of adjustable 
sound pitch, variance and speed 

�x Ability to zoom in, zoom out, or auto zoom the page for easier visual reading 
�x More Information: http://goo.gl/eYQBaB 

Cost: Free Compatibility: iOS: iPad; Android 

  

http://goo.gl/eYQBaB
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Writing: 
 

Ginger Grammar Checker & Spell Checker 
 

 

�x Checks your spelling and grammar and fixes it according to the context of your text 
in Microsoft Word, Outlook, PowerPoint, Internet Explorer, Firefox, Safari, Chrome 

�x Suggests different and better ways to express your sentences (Premium) 
�x Provides training to improve your mistakes (Premium) 
�x Reads your text out loud (Premium) 
�x More Information: http://www.gingersoftware.com/ 

Cost: Free, Premium 
$5.10-11.20/month 

Compatibility: Windows; Mac; Android, iOS: iPod, iPhone, iPod touch; Chrome and Safari 
Extension 

 

Ghotit 
 

 

�x Online Contextual and phonetic spell checker along with grammar and punctuation 
checker 

�x Copy text into web page and program will check your grammar, spelling and 
punctuation 

�x More Information: http://www.ghotit.com/  

Cost: Free Compatibility: Online Resource 
 

Voice Dream Writer 
 

 

�x Make fewer mistakes, use the right words and organize your writing better with this 
app 

�x Text-to-speech and voice-to-text help you to proofread to avoid awkward sentences 
or grammatical mistakes 

�x Dictionary, Phonetic Spell Checker, and Word Finder help you use the correct words 
when writing

http://www.gingersoftware.com/
http://www.ghotit.com/
http://www.voicedream.com/writer/
https://www.grammarly.com/
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Co:Writer 
 

 

�x Word Prediction app that gives you suggestions of words as you type with the option 
of reading your word options out loud with a swipe of your finger 

�x Built-in text-to-speech reads back what you’ve typed 
�x Grammar and spelling support 
�x Export files to Dropbox, Google Drive, and other programs 
�x Create topic dictionaries from websites and Wikipedia links 
�x More Information: http://donjohnston.com/cowriterapp 

Cost: $19.99 Compatibility: 

http://donjohnston.com/cowriterapp/#.U0g21PldV8E
http://www.goqsoftware.com/iWordQ.php
http://secondguess.dk/Typ-O/Typ-O.html
http://fleksy.com/
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TextExpander 
 

 

�x Type more with less effort using this custom keyboard shortcut app 
�x Create custom abbreviations called snippets of frequently used words and phrases 

for easy, quick entry into your documents 
�x Insert snippets by simply touching on them on your screen 
�x Use Dropbox to sync your snippets across devices 
�x More Information: http://smilesoftware.com/TextExpander/ 

Cost: $4.99 Compatibility: iOS: iPad, iPhone, iPod touch 
 

eType 
 

 

�x Program auto-completes words as you type fostering faster typing 
�x Have your spelling mistakes corrected before they happen 
�x Integrates within most programs including Microsoft Word, Outlook, Gmail, Facebook 

and more 
�x Translation features to insure you are choosing the correct word while you type along 

6.975a.27 459.64t whilype fo

http://smilesoftware.com/TextExpander/index.html
http://www.etype.com/
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Notetaking: 
 

Notability 
 

 

http://www.gingerlabs.com/
http://soundnote.com/
http://www.sonocent.com/en/the_software/recorder
http://luminantsoftware.com/iphone/audionote.html
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WritePad 
 

 

�x Take notes with your stylus or finger while handwriting recognition turns these notes 
into typed text 

�x Recognition adapts, adjusts, and learns your style of writing over time 
�x Built in spell check with custom dictionary, context analyzer, autocorrect, and 

Shorthand feature 
�x Synchronize documents with Evernote, Dropbox, iTunes, Google Docs, Email and 

http://www.phatware.com/index.php?q=page/writepad/ipad
http://goo.gl/bozjm7
http://evernote.com/
https://evernote.com/penultimate/
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http://www.notesuite.io/
http://www.paperportnotes.com/
http://www.branchfire.com/iannotate/#leaveyourmark


Free or Low Cost Assistive Technology for Everyone 
 

Compiled by Augsburg College - CLASS Office (Disability Resources); Updated: October, 2015 

 

Audiotorium 
 

 

�x Record, type, review, organize and share your audio and text notes all in one app 
�x Organize your notes by Category and Subject 
�x Customize your notes with paper texture and fonts 
�x Integrate with TextExpander app to insert common phrases and other text with 

minimal key strokes 
�x More Information: http://app-

http://app-apps.com/apps/audiotorium-notes/


http://www.nuance.com/for-individuals/mobile-applications/dragon-dictation/index.htm
http://www.nuance.com/for-individuals/mobile-applications/dragon-dictation/index.htm
https://goo.gl/bQfLtg
https://goo.gl/LVMywx


http://popplet.com/
http://www.mindmeister.com/
http://www.nosleep.net/
http://www.inspiration.com/inspmaps


https://www.mapsforthat.com/
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Study Skills & Aids: 
 

Study Blue 
 

 

�x Study virtually any topic with this on-the-go flashcard study aid 
�x Create your own flash cards or use one of the over 150 million notes and cards 

already created by other uses 
�x Test yourself and get your score of how many right and wrong, with the option to 

focus more on the items you don’t know 
�x Study on the go using your mobile device 
�x More Information: http://www.studyblue.com/ 

Cost: Free Compatibility: Web; iOS: iPad, iPhone, iPod touch; Android 
 

Evernote Skitch 
 

 

�x Using annotation and markup tools, make your point more easily with shapes, arrows 
and quick sketches 

�x 

http://www.studyblue.com/
https://evernote.com/skitch/
https://www.loopware.com/iflash/
http://www.gwhizmobile.com/gWhiz/Home.php
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Quizlet 
 

 

�x Online resource of study tools and game of virtually any educational subject 
�x 7 modes including traditional flash cards allow students to study in varied ways to 

help master material 
�x Generate your own content or use content other users have created 
�x More Information: http://quizlet.com/ 

Cost: Free Compatibility: 

http://quizlet.com/
http://blachan.com/shahi/
http://www.branchfire.com/iannotate/#leaveyourmark


http://www.rememberthemilk.com/
https://en.todoist.com/
https://www.any.do/anydo
https://myhomeworkapp.com/
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Priority Matrix 
 

 

�x Simple interface task management app using methods of time management to help 
manage priorities 

�x Divide your tasks into one of four categories: Critical – Do Now; Critical but Not 
Urgent; Urgent but Can Be Delegated; Uncategorized 

�x App includes visual icons, email reports, master list of daily or weekly action items 
and more 

�x Ability to sync between devices and track your progress 
�x More Information: http://www.appfluence.com/ 

Cost: Free – basic; 
$10/month Pro App 

Compatibility: Windows; Mac; iOS: iPad, iPhone, iPod touch; Android 

 

iStudiez Pro 
 

 

�x Stay organized and on top of all your school work and your schedule with this app 
�x Using the built-in planner with alerts and reminders, track tasks, homework, 

deadlines, meetings, and your grades 
�x Sync on all your devices so you’re never without this tool 
�x More Information: http://istudentpro.com/ 

Cost: $2.99; Window - 
$9.99 

Compatibility: Mac; Windows; iOS: iPad, iPhone, iPod touch 

 

Google Keep 
 

 

�x A visual bulletin board of post-it notes with reminders and tasks lists 

http://www.appfluence.com/
http://istudentpro.com/
http://google.keep.com/
http://www.goals4.me/
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http://www.inclassapp.com/
https://workflowy.com/
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/remindme/dkbeopafgiefnlffkhmkhldcojehlgam
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Time Management & Distraction Free:  
 

Readability 
 

 

�x 

https://www.readability.com/
http://www.timetimer.com/
http://3030.binaryhammer.com/
http://goo.gl/SyjF7R
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MyTomatoes 
 

Readabi

 

�x Use MyTomato to time and track your progress using the Pomodoro technique 
�x Start the timer and work for 25 minutes and then take a 5 minute break 
�x At the end of each work sitting, write what you did to track your progress 
�x More Information: http://mytomatoes.com/ 

Cost: Free Compatibility: Online Resource 
 

Evernote Clearly touch 
 

 

�x Use this tool to create distraction-free reading by removing visual clutter from web 
pages 

�x

http://mytomatoes.com/
https://evernote.com/clearly/
http://goo.gl/I5OBeq
http://goo.gl/uXKJgg


https://www.rescuetime.com/browser-plugin
http://www.hogbaysoftware.com/products/writeroom
http://jjafuller.com/dark-room/
http://goo.gl/pHjc3b
http://goo.gl/CZVhBw
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Stress Management and Relaxation: 
 

Buddhify 
 

 

�x Increase your mindfulness and wellbeing with meditation on the go 
�x 11 hours of custom meditation for different parts of your day including travel, work, 

sleeping and more 
�x 5-30 minute sessions and solo meditation timer 
�x More Information: http://buddhify.com/ 

Cost: $4.99 – iOS; 
$2.99 - Android 

Compatibility: iOS: iPhone, iPad, iPod touch; Android 

 

Guided Mind 
 

 

�x Relax and get guided through meditations on a variety of topics 
�x Step-by-

http://buddhify.com/
http://goo.gl/Q0JC0o


https://rpc.elm4you.org/
http://citationmachine.net/index2.php
http://www.scrible.com/
http://evernote.com/webclipper/


http://www.sweetsearch.com/
http://www.easybib.com/
http://www.bibme.org/
https://getpocket.com/
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Pearltrees 
 

 

�x Organize, explore and share resources using this app 
�x Add files, web pages, photos and organize them according to project, assignment or 

collection 
�x Sync across computer, tablet and mobile device 
�x More Information: http://www.pearltrees.com/ 

Cost: Free Compatibility: iOS: iPad, iPhone, iPod touch; Android; Extension for Chrome, Firefox, Internet 
Explorer, Safari 

 

Note Anywhere 
 

 

�x Add post-it notes to any of your web pages while researching 
�x Post-Its are saved so the next time you open the webpage, the post its will be there  
�x More Information: http://goo.gl/VDzeTS 

Cost: 

http://www.pearltrees.com/
http://goo.gl/VDzeTS
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Vision: 
 

AccessNote 
 

 

�x Notetaking tool for those who are Blind or Visually Impaired created by the American 
Federation of the Blind

http://goo.gl/bozjm7
http://www.taptapseeapp.com/
http://www.looktel.com/recognizer
http://www.looktel.com/moneyreader


http://www.bemyeyes.org/
http://www.nvaccess.org/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/dankam-colorblind-fix/id406739331?mt=8
http://visionassist.slinkyware.com/
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NaviDys 
 

 

�x Adapt and adjust webpages to your own reading preference settings 
�x Adjust the font to one of 10 available fonts including Dyslexie font 
�x Adjust font size, letter spacing and line spacing of the webpage you’re reading 
�x More Information: http://michaeldardol.com/navidys/ 

Cost: $2.99 Compatibility: iOS: iPad 
 

ER Browser 
 

 

�x Adapt and adjust webpages to your own reading preference settings 
�x Choose your font from options such as OpenDyslexic 
�x Customize the background color of the webpage to decrease visual stress and 

improve reading ability 
�x Adjust font size and letter spacing 
�x Bookmark your favorite websites or search your stored history 
�x More Information: http://erbrowser.com/ 

Cost: $0.99 Compatibility: iOS: iPad, iPhone; iPod touch 
 

Thunder Screen Reader 
 

 

�x Free screen reader for Windows based coeader

  

http://michaeldardol.com/navidys/
http://erbrowser.com/
http://screenreader.net/index.php?pageid=11
http://fleksy.com/


http://goo.gl/l96MtE
http://goo.gl/pHjc3b
http://goo.gl/CZVhBw


http://goo.gl/lw6p3r
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Communication: 
 

Proloquo2Go 
 

 

�x Augmented and Alternative Communication tool for people who cannot speak or 
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Built-In Accessibility: 
 

Windows 
 

 

�x Personalize your Windows Computer with any of the build-in Accessibility Features 
to support ease with seeing, hearing, and mobility interactions with computer 

�x Features Available Are: Screen Reader/Text-to-Speech (Narrator), Magnification 
(Magnifier), Keys Commands (Mouse Keys), Speech-to-Text and Voice Control 
(Speech Recognition), Visual Notification to replace sounds, Keyboard on Screen, 
Toggle Keys, Adjustable Mouse Settings, High Contrast Schemes, and Ability to 
Personalize the Appearance of the Computer including text 

�x Tutorial Videos Available on the websites below 
�x List of All Features with Comparison Chart: 

http://www.microsoft.com/enable/products/chartwindows.aspx 
�x More Information: http://www.microsoft.com/enable/default.aspx 

Cost: Free Compatibility: Windows 
 

Mac 
 

 

�x Personalize your Mac Computer with any of the build-in Accessibility Features to 
support ease with seeing, hearing, and physical/mobility, literacy interactions with 
computer 

�x Features include: Text-to-Speech (VoiceOver), Zoom, High Contrast, Sticky Keys, 
Speech-to-Text and Voice Control (Speech Recognition), Word Completion (Word 
Prediction), and more! 

�x More Information: http://www.apple.com/accessibility/osx/ 
Cost: Free Compatibility: Mac 

 


