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STD screenings for males and females,
Free condoms, Birth Control, Rapid HIV and 

Hepatitis C tests, Pregnancy testing, 
Emergency Contraception (the morning after pill), 

a place to talk about Sexuality and Sexual Health, and more
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STAFF HIGHLIGHT
by Shabaz Khan 

Tell us little about yourself and 
your job here at Bristol Community 
College?

My name is Livia Neubert. I am 
the senior special coordinator of Eng-
lish as a Second Language (ESL) at 
Bristol Community College. I coordi-
nate the English as a Second Language 
program. I am from Brazil. I came to 
the US about 15 years ago to do an in-
ternship and teach ESL students. That 
internship led to me receiving scholar-
ships and getting two master degrees. I 
am in process of concluding my PHD 
in Curriculum and Instruction in Edu-
cational Leadership. I have been at 
BCC for about a year and half. I am 
very happy. I love what I do.

What is the ESL (English as a 
Second Language) Program?

The ESL program here at BCC ex-
ists to prepare those students, whose 
first language is not English, to enter 
college level classes. We train students, 
with their English skills in grammar, 
conversation reading and writing. We 
prepare them so they can transition 
into college level classes at BCC.

The program itself is very excel-
lent. The teachers are very experienced 
and very knowledgeable. The program 
has successfully existed for years now. 
In addition to classroom work, we pro-
vide different academic support ser-
vices, such as the ESL Lab, which is 
located in B110. 

In there students have the help of 
tutors who are available there from 
Monday thru Thursday to help them 
with any need that they might have in 
their classes. There are also computers 
available with ESL geared software, 
software that has been developed spe-
cifically for ESL students to help them 
improve their English skills. Students 
can practice their writing, listening and 
vocabulary skills using that software. 

The ESL program also offers vari-
eties of extra-curricular activities. We 
find that it is important for students to 
get to know each other better outside 
of the classroom in a more relaxed en-
vironment. We have taken them out ice 
skating and bowling. Last year, we had 
a Halloween party, because we felt it 
was important to get students to learn 
about the interesting part of the Ameri-
can culture. 

We also have started a Conversa-
tion Partner Program this semester. 
The idea of this program is to provide 
ESL students with a partner whose 
native language is English to practice 
with them and help them improve their 
pronunciation and their vocabulary.

These volunteers are a BCC com-
munity member, faculty, staff and 
other students. The volunteers offer 
one hour every week for the length of 
a semester to sit down with one of our 
ESL students and help them improve 
their English skills. 

The other thing that is a very im-
portant and active piece, that is related 
to the program, is the International 
Club. The International Club, although 
it is not part of our program, has ESL 
students as members. Our ESL stu-
dents have the opportunity of partici-
pating in the International Club. 

The International Club is open to 
anyone who would be interested in 
joining. This is the opportunity for stu-
dents to meet students from the their 
native countries and other countries 
to learn about cultural and different 
backgrounds and also showcase their 
culture background and teach the com-
munity college about their culture 
background. So it is a learning experi-
ence for everybody, which I find is a 
very important piece that is available 
to our ESL students as well.

What role does the International 
Club play here at Bristol Communi-
ty College? Are there any activities 
they sponsor on the BCC Fall River 
campus?

I am the advisor to the Internation-
al Club. There are many activities that 
the International Club has sponsored 
in the community of BCC. The Inter-
national Club has sponsored the map 
day, which is a day in which students 
have the opportunity to locate their 
country geographically on a map and 
tell everyone a little bit about where 
their country is located, and some 
special things about the country. The 
entire college community is invited to 
participate as a member of the Inter-
national Community, who participate 
and put the event together.

Another event that is very well at-
tended and very well looked at here on 
campus is the International Festival. 
And again, I find this to be specifically 
special to our ESL students because 
there is an academic piece to our ESL 
students attached to the International 
Festival. Some of our ESL teachers 
have their students put together some 
sort of present during the International 
Festival that will count towards their 
academic work, which is another con-
nection between ESL students in the 
International Club.

Another very important and spe-
cial event that happens every No-
vember during Thanksgiving time 
is the Thanksgiving Dinner that the 
International Club sponsors. That is 
something that the International Club 
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During “Welcome Week:  A Con-
nected College Event,” well-known in-
spirational speaker, Hoan Do came to 
Bristol Community College to speak at 
the student leadership conference. 

More than 150 students, staff, and 
faculty attended this event, which was 
held in the H building auditorium. The 
talk was about how to succeed in col-
lege and persevere, and how to use the 
resources that the college offers and 
how to ask for help from your profes-
sors. 
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Nathaniel Philbrick, OneBook Author, Speaks at BCC

Nathaniel Philbrick, author of 
the BCC OneBook, “In the Heart of 
the Sea: The Tragedy of the Whale-
ship Essex,” spoke at BCC on  
October 4. 

“In the Heart of the Sea” is a 
non-fiction piece about the “Whale-
ship Essex” that was sunk in 1819 by 
a sperm whale and is highly recom-
mended by professors and faculty of 
Bristol Community College. It won 
the National Book Award for Non-
Fiction and was a finalist in the 2007 
Pulitzer Prize Awards. 

The men on the “Essex” were 
faced with moral dilemmas and had 
to face fears that their fates would 
be much like their ship. They held 
out hope, and the African American 
steward used the constellations and 
astronomy to orient the crew.

“In the Heart of the Sea: The 
Tragedy of the Whaleship Essex” 

has been used in history, English, and 
even biology classes. The lessons and 
themes in the story span across all 
academic disciplines. 

Nathaniel Philbrick gave a won-
derful presentation about his work, 
which also won the Massachusetts 
Book Award for Non-Fiction. He is 
truly passionate and well-informed 
about the history of the time period 
and the lives of the men aboard the 
ship.“The bow was hit by the whale, 
and cracked like an eggshell,” Phil-
brick said. This event was the inspi-
ration for Herman Melville’s “Moby 
Dick.”

The BCC OneBook is a program 
that seeks to truly make the college 
a community. It provides a basis on 
which students can converse and re-
late, even if they are very different. 
The idea is to make reading a college-
wide, interdisciplinary experience.

Having the OneBook author talk 
about his work at Bristol Commu-
nity College brought the OneBook 
program to life. It was a wonderful 
opportunity for students and faculty 
alike, and was highly beneficial for 
students and readers. 

by Amanda MacDonald

Photo - facebook.com
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To: Jack Conway, The Observer Advisor 2010-2013

Dear Jack,
It is with most sincere regards 

that The Observer staff sends you on 
your way and wishes you the best of 
luck in your future endeavors as a 
writer and professor. It was wonder-
ful to have you as the faculty advi-
sor for so long. The entire staff with 
greatly miss you. Your time and ef-
forts did not go unnoticed, and we 
greatly appreciate everything that 
you put into the Observer.

When I began writing, you were 
a tremendous help. Primarily being 
a fiction writer and aspiring poet, I 
was in a completely different world 
when I considered writing articles 
for a newspaper. Journalism was a 
foreign, seemingly impossible idea, 
but I thank you for putting time into 
shaping me as a better writer.

You were a very unique per-
son, and I speak for Nick Brand, 
the writers, and the editors and ad-

visors who helped publish 
the Observer when I say 
that we probably will not 
find someone else who used 
his passions as a writer to 
effectively teach and help 
others gain real world expe-
rience and have a meaning-
ful contribution to commu-
nity college.

When I first told you 
that you reminded me of 
Kurt Vonnegut, I remember 
the way your face lit up. At 
first, I was a bit hesitant to 
vocalize this comparison, 
because I was not sure if 
you would have read much 
of his work, or understand 
exactly what I meant when I said 
this. He turned out to be our favor-
ite writer. If that isn’t nice, what is?

Again, the writers, editors, pho-
tographers, and artists of  The Ob-

server wish you the best in your 
future endeavors and publications. 
Congratulations on the publication 
of your upcoming book. I look for-
ward to reading it! 

Sincerely,

Amanda MacDonald, on behalf 
of The Observer staff.
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Congrats to the Foundation Grant Recipient 
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Six Bristol Men’s Soccer players earn a spot on the 2013 NJCAA All-Region 

Team and women’s soccer was chosen for the Region XXI Sportsmanship Award.  
Timothy Amaral (Fr./NBRVTHS), John Colp (So./Wareham), Alec Dompierre (Fr./
Fairhaven), and Yuri Maipira (Fr./Rogers) made First Team All-Region and Walace 
Lopes (so./New Bedford) and Josh Cardoso (Fr./NBRVTHS) were named Second 
Team All-Region.  

The complete list of players on the All-Region Team are:




