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Every international student holding an F-1 visa is required by immigration law to maintain a full course of study every semester.  Full time 
is defined as at least 12 credits per semester for undergraduate students.  U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) allows a 
reduced course load only in certain cases, which are listed below. 
 
Prior approval from an International Student Advisor (P/DSO) is required before a student can drop below full time.  A reduced course 
load must consist of half the credit hours required for a full course of study, except in the case of a documented medical necessity or 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǘŜǊƳ ƻŦ study.  A student who drops below full time without the approval of an 


