
Basic Facts About OBRA and the Massachusetts 
Deferred Compensation SMART Plan
As a part-time, seasonal or temporary employee of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts or a part-time, seasonal 
or temporary employee of a participating Massachusetts 
local government employer not eligible to participate in 
the employer’s retirement program or not covered under a 
Section 218 Agreement, you are required to participate in the 
Massachusetts Deferred Compensation SMART Plan (SMART 
Plan).1 The SMART Plan is an alternative to Social Security as 
permitted by the federal Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 
1990 (OBRA). OBRA, passed by the U.S. Congress, requires 
that beginning July 1, 1991, employees not eligible to participate 
in their employer’s retirement program be placed in Social 
Security or another program meeting federal requirements. 
The SMART Plan meets those federal requirements.

Mandatory Contributions
As an OBRA employee, you must contribute at least 7.5% of 
your gross compensation per pay period to the SMART Plan. 
This contribution is deducted on a pretax basis, reducing your 
current taxable income. This means that you will not pay any tax 
on this money until it is distributed from your account.  

Your human resources or payroll center representative will 
provide you with an OBRA Mandatory Participation Agreement. 
Please complete and return the form to either your human 
resources or payroll center representative.

Investment Option
All mandatory contributions to the SMART Plan will be invested 
in the SMART Capital Preservation Fund. The SMART Capital 
Preservation Fund is designed to help protect your principal 
and maximize potential earnings. Your account will earn interest 
based upon the prevailing rates for this type of investment. 
Mandatory contributions may not be transferred out of the 
SMART Capital Preservation Fund.2

Additional information regarding the SMART Capital 
Preservation Fund may be obtained online at  
www.mass-smart.com > Investing > Investment Options  
or via the SMART Plan Service Center at 877-457-1900.

Carefully consider the investment objectives, risks, fees and 
expenses of the annuity and/or the investment options. Contact 
us for a prospectus, a summary prospectus and disclosure 
document, as available, containing this information. Read 
them carefully before investing.

Administrative Fee
There is a fee of $14.10 per OBRA account, per annum, charged 
monthly. Fees are used to pay for administrative, recordkeeping, 
communication and investment education expenses. 

Voluntary Contributions
You may make additional contributions (voluntary contributions) 
above the mandatory contribution of 7.5% of compensation 
per pay period. Any voluntary contributions that you elect to 
make may be invested among the SMART Plan’s wide array of 
investment options and are freely transferable among options in 
accordance with the terms of the SMART Plan. OBRA voluntary 
contributions will not be charged an additional administrative fee.

To set up voluntary contributions or to learn more, please 
contact your local SMART Plan Retirement Plan 
Advisor at 877-457-1900 and say “representative.”

Account Management
Once you are enrolled in the SMART Plan, you will have access 
to your account 24 hours a day, seven days a week through the 
website at www.mass-smart.com or via the SMART Plan Service 
Center at 877-457-1900��7R�UHJLVWHU�\RXU�DFFRXQW�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH��
click on the REGISTER button. 

Through either the website or SMART Plan Service Center, 
you can:

•	 Obtain your account balance(s), allocations and  
transaction history. 

•	 Obtain investment option information and returns.

•	 8SGDWH�\RXU�EHQH¿FLDU\�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DV�QHHGHG�

Statements
You will receive an annual statement in January of each year 
showing your contributions as well as any earnings, fees or 
distributions and the total value of your account. Please review 
your statement carefully to ensure your information is correct. It is 
extremely important that you keep the Plan administrator advised 
of your current address.

To update your address, call the SMART Plan Service Center 
at 877-457-1900 or visit www.mass-smart.com. Once you log 
into your account, click on your name in the top right corner to 
update your personal account information.



1 The Social Security Administration website at www.socialsecurity.gov/form1945 reminds state and 
local governmental employers of the requirement under the Social Security Protection Act of 2004 
to disclose the effect of the Windfall Elimination Provision (WEP) and the Government Pension Offset 
(GPO) to employees hired on or after January 1, 2005, in jobs not covered by Social Security. Some 
jobs may not be covered under Social Security because they are not subject to mandatory coverage 
and there is no Section 218 agreement that covers them. The GPO provision impacts the amount of 
Social Security benefits received as a spouse or as an ex-spouse. The WEP affects the retirement or 
disability benefits received under Social Security if an individual has worked for an employer who does 
not withhold Social Security taxes. The law requires newly hired public employees to sign a statement, 
Form SSA-1945, that they are aware of a possible reduction in their future Social Security benefit 
entitlement. A copy of Form SSA-1945 is available at www.socialsecurity.gov/form1945/SSA-1945.pdf.

2 Withdrawals may be subject to ordinary income tax.
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