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gave a slightly different perspective from some of my other resources. This book was published 

in 1969 and gives a bit of insight into how the lives of children were viewed then, in contrast to 

the present day. 

Can Annotated Bibliographies have more than one paragraph? 

Yes. In fact, it is quite common for individual annotations to have 2 paragraphs. The most 

common one of these is the annotation that contains a summary paragraph followed by an 

evaluate paragraph. Here is an example that utilizes an MLA style citation. 

Multi-Paragraph (MLA): 

Beattie, Valerie. "The Mystery at Thornfield: Representations of Madness in Jane Eyre."  Studies 

 in the Novel, vol. 28, no. 4, 1996, pp. 493-506. 

Valerie Beattie evaluates the relevance of many feminist interpretations of Bertha and Jane 

Eyre in this essay. Most feminist critics view the two characters as ideals for submissiveness and 

oppression. They feel that this makes these characters weaker in terms of personal strength. 

Beattie disagrees and discusses how Bertha is a powerful force in the novel. "The madwoman in 

the attic" spends more time being discussed outside of her prison, than she is actually seen 

confined in her cell.  Bertha's strength is seen in the ultimate destruction of Thornfield. 

Beattie's essay is complicated and often difficult to follow. Her presentation of madness as 

semiotic is vague and confusing. However, her arguments regarding Bertha as a strong 

presence in the novel are relevant for discussion. The essay implies that many feminist critics 

think Bertha and Jane are weak characters, an issue which is not entirely accurate. Overall, the 

essay is not particularly useful. It has a few good ideas, but it is too confusing to be taken 

completely seriously. 

When are these assigned? 

Annotated bibliographies are commonly assigned as a stage of a research assignment. 

However, at Bristol, you might encounter one of these as the final project in a criminal justice, 

sociology, or history class among others. 

 


